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SBA JOINSMICROSOFT GREAT PLAINS AND COMPAQ IN
SHARING INTERNET STRATEGIES FOR SMALL BUSINESSES

WASHINGTON —The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) and Microsoft
Great Plains are co-sponsoring an online seminar on effective strategiesfor small companies
to do business on the I nternet and profit from the global expansion of e-commer ce.

Representatives from Compag Computer Cor poration, a leading manufacturer of
har dwar e and softwar e, also will be on hand to provide expert advicein thisarea.

The free, 60-minute online conference “ How to Put the Internet to Work in Your Business’
has been labded a“Webina” (short for Web seminar) by its organizers. Itsfocus will be the Strategy
and game plan smdl businesses need for creating an effective online presence that will dlow them to
grab afar share of the expanding e-commerce pie.

The seminar will be held live on two dates: Wednesday, May 9, 2001 a 11:00 am. EDT and
Wednesday, May 16, 2001 at 2:00 p.m. EDT. The guest speaker will be Steven S, Little, Senior
Consultant with I nc. Business Resources. Clifton Toulson, Jr., Associate Administrator for Business
and Community Initiatives, will represent SBA in the conference,

Interested small businesses may register at http://ecommerce.regsve.com/elogin.asp.

Earlier thisyear, SBA and Microsoft Great Plains, aleading provider of e-business solutions
that interconnect business communities, co-hosted asmilar virtua conference viathe Internet amed at
helping ownersto “Jump Start Business Success.”  Participants learned about developing effective
growth management systems, saw red-time demondirations of the latest business management, and
examples of how e-business techniques apply to specific Stuations.

SBA is offering more and more of its services on the Internet, to help smal businesses keep
pace with both technologicd and commercid trends. Much of this assstanceis readily available online
on the SBA’s award-winning Web site, which features relevant information on most important topics for
smd| businesses from “How to Start a Small Business’ to “Financing Your Business” aswdl aslinks
to other Sites with awide range of support.

For more information about all of SBA's programs for small businesses, call the SBA Answer
Desk at 1-800 U ASK SBA or TDD 704-344-6640. Also visit the SBA's extensive Web site at

WWW.sha.gov.
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